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JOHN 3
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The gospel of John was written so that we might understand who God is and might believe in
+LP7KDW¶VZK\-RKQZDVZULWWHQ7KDW¶VZK\LWWDNHVRQDZKROHGLIferent path of choosing
what stories to be in there.
As the book is unfolding we already saw that Jesus is God, that Jesus is Creator, that Jesus is the
RQHZKRLVDWZRUNLQRXUOLYHV:HDOUHDG\VHHWKDW+H¶VWKHDXWKRURIOLJKWLQFKDSWHU:H
see how He meets individual people and He takes attention to their specific needs just like He
takes attention to each one of our needs. In chapter 2 we saw that Jesus cares about the small
WKLQJVHYHQDPLUDFOHRIWKHUH¶VQRWHQRXJKGULQN at the party they were having at the wedding
so Jesus created wine out of water. He cares about the small things in our lives.
1RZLQ-RKQ+HFRPHVWRWKHLQYLWDWLRQVRZH¶OOXQGHUVWDQGKRZZHFDQNQRZWKLV*RG
SHUVRQDOO\7KDW¶V-RKQ+HGRHVQ¶WZDLWWLOO-RKQtill we get to the end of the book. He
JLYHVXVWKHLQYLWDWLRQULJKWLQ-RKQVRZH¶OONQRZDERXW-HVXVULJKWIURPWKHEHJLQQLQJ,W¶VD
call to action for each one of us. We need to know what this salvation is all about.
When I was in Kenya, I had gone out on an evangelistic event. So I was speaking in an open air
campaign with a microphone with these blasters out there and people would come. They would
OLVWHQWRWKHPXVLFILUVWDQGWKHQZH¶UHRXWLQWKHRSHQDLUDQG,ZDVWRJLYHWKHSUHVHQWDWLRQLQ
hopes that people in the community would come to get to know Jesus. This was my first
experience in Kenya. I had never been there before, so I really diGQ¶WNQRZDOOZKDWWRH[SHct,
but I knew what my job was: preach the gospel, share the gospel with these people through a
translator, and watch God work.
WKDW,GLGQ¶WUHDOL]HZDVWKDWWKHSDVWRUZKRZDVP\KRVWKHFDPHDIWHUWKHZRUVKLSDQGKHJDYH
WKHLQYLWDWLRQILUVW,¶PUHDOO\XVHGWRWKHJRVSHOPHVVDJHJRLQJRXWWKHUHDQGWKHQWKHLQYLWDWLRQ
following. But in this situation DIWHUWKHZRUVKLSH[SHULHQFHKHVWDQGVXSDQGKHVD\V³:H¶UH
going to have this guy come up and preach in just a moment. Before we do is there anybody here
ZKRZDQWVWRDFFHSW-HVXVLQWKHLUOLIH"´$QGDZRPDQUDLVHGKHUKDQGDQGVKHZHQWup and they
laid hands on her and prayed for her and she accepted Jesus that morning. Even before the
sermon came about. What a great testimony of what God was doing in the midst of that.
7KDW¶VZKDW-RKQLVGRLQJLQWKLVVWRU\+H¶s going to help us undHUVWDQGWKHUH¶VWKDWPHVVDJHRXW
there, a message that each one of us needs to respond to. We need to consider what it means to
EHRQHRI&KULVW¶VIROORZHUVWRNQRZZKDWLWPHDQVWREHSDUWRIWKHNLQJGRm of God as
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described in this passage. We need to know what it means to get saved. Different terminology is
used in this passage.
John 3. Open your Bibles there to verse 1. Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus
ZKRZDVDPHPEHURIWKH-HZLVKUXOLQJFRXQFLO+HFDPHWR-HVXVDWQLJKWDQGVDLG³5abbi, we
know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you
DUHGRLQJLI*RGZHUHQRWZLWKKLP´
/HW¶VORRNDWWKLVPDQIRUDPLQXWH1LFRGHPXV:KRZDVKH",WVD\VLQWKHSDVVDJHLQYHUVH
that he was a member of the Jewish ruling council. There were six thousand Pharisees, but
among those there were seventy chosen who were the Sanhedrin or the Jewish ruling council. It
appears that he was one of those seventy. We also realize that he is a wealthy guy. And we
realize that as we go through the gospel of John.
:H¶UHQRWWROGDERXW1LFRGHPXV¶UHVSRQVHKHUH,QWKLVSDVVDJHZHGRQ¶WNQRZKRZKe responds
WRWKHJRVSHO7KHPHVVDJHLVUHDOO\IRUXVHDFKWRUHVSRQGSHUVRQDOO\WRWKHJRVSHO:HGRQ¶W
know how Nicodemus responds here, but we see later the fruit of that because when we go to
-RKQZHUHDGDERXWKRZKH¶VWKHUHDIWHUWKHFUXFLIL[LRQWRWDNH-HVXVRIIWKHFURVVDQGKH
brings with him all of this spices which cost a lot of money. So likely a wealthy guy.
In John 19:38 and following it says, Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of
Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders.
:LWK3LODWH¶VSHUPLVVLRQKHcame and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus,
the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. ,W¶VWKHVDPHJX\1RWDGLIIHUHQW1LFRGHPXV
This is the same Nicodemus who had visited Jesus at night.
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 7KDW¶VRYHUdoing it
,WKLQN,I\RX¶UHJRLQJWRHPEDOPDERG\, seventy-five pounds is a lot. But he just valued Jesus.
He obviously had a lot of money or resources to provide this. Verse 40 ² 7DNLQJ-HVXV¶ERG\
the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen.
We¶re going to see Nicodemus is also a guy who is going to be responding to Jesus after the
crucifixion. He obviously had something happen in his heart as a result of this encounter with
Jesus.
We also see in John 7 that Nicodemus defended Jesus. In John 7:45-52 it says this: Finally the
WHPSOHJXDUGVZHQWEDFNWRWKHFKLHISULHVWVDQGWKH3KDULVHHVZKRDVNHGWKHP³:K\GLGQ¶W
\RXEULQJKLPLQ"´
³1RRQHHYHUVSRNHWKHZD\WKLVPDQGRHV´WKHJXDUGVUHSOLHG
³<RXPHDQKHKDVGHFHLYHG\RXDOVR"´WKH3KDULVHHVUHWRUWHG³+DYHDQ\RIWKHUXOHUVRURIWKe
Pharisees believed in him? No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law²there is a curse on
WKHP´
Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, ³'RHV
our law cRQGHPQDPDQZLWKRXWILUVWKHDULQJKLPWRILQGRXWZKDWKHKDVEHHQGRLQJ"´
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7KH\UHSOLHG³$UH\RXIURP*DOLOHHWRR"/RRNLQWRLWDQG\RXZLOOILQGWKDWDSURSKHWGRHVQRW
FRPHRXWRI*DOLOHH´
I just want you to see here that Nicodemus LVUHVSRQGLQJVRPHKRZ:HGRQ¶WVHHLWLQ-RKQ
EXWZHVHHWKDWVRPHWKLQJKDSSHQVLQWKLVPDQ¶VKHDUWDVKHLVFRPLQJLQFRQWDFWZLWK-HVXV
Maybe he watched the cleansing of the temple that we talked about last week. Maybe as he
ZDWFKHGWKDWFOHDQVLQJRIWKHWHPSOHKHVDLGWRKLPVHOI³,W¶VDERXWWLPH6RPHERG\ should have
done that long ago,´because of all of the stuff that had happened in the corruption of the
SULHVWKRRGWKDWZDVGLVWUDFWLQJSHRSOH¶VZRUVKLS
The Bible says earlier in John 2 that Jesus did other miracles. Maybe Nicodemus heard about
those miracles, maybe he saw them, maybe he heard about a blind man getting his sight, maybe
he heard about a lame man who could walk, and maybe he remembered the stories in Isaiah
about the prophecies of what would happen when the Messiah came. No doubt he knew about
John the Baptist and the testimony that someone else was coming.
I ILQGWKDWVRPHRQHZKHQWKH\¶UHFRPLQJWRNQRZ-HVXV Christ often has to pass through the truth
several times in order to come to a place where they see it and they grab it. That seems to be
ZKDW¶VKDSSHQLQJWR1LFRGHPXV+HKDVWKLVPHHWLQJZLWK-HVXVEXWKHDOVRKDVWKHVHRWKHU
H[SHULHQFHVDQGQRZKHFRPHVWRWKLVSODFHZKHUHKH¶VUHDG\WRXQGHUstand what does this
mean? So he wants a personal, private meeting with Jesus. So he comes to Jesus at night.
In the passage as we continue on there are three verbal exchanges with Nicodemus and Jesus.
Nicodemus speaks then Jesus, Nicodemus, Jesus, Nicodemus, Jesus. WH¶UHJRLQJWRJRWKURXJK
them and look through them.
The first one is in verse 2. ³5DEELZHNQRZWKDW\RXDUHDWHDFKHUZKRKDVFRPHIURP*RG)RU
QRRQHFRXOGSHUIRUPWKHVLJQV\RXDUHGRLQJLI*RGZHUHQRWZLWKKLP´
1RZQRWLFH-HVXV¶reply to that. -HVXVUHSOLHG³9HU\WUXO\,WHOO\RXQRRQHFDQVHHWKHNLQJGRP
of God unless they are born again.´
1LFRGHPXVVD\V³<RXDUHDJUHDWWHDFKHU´7KHUHDUHDORWRISHRSOHWRGD\WKDWEHOLHYHLQ-HVXV
They just believe that He was a great teacher, a great model for us, a great man, a good example.
-HVXVZDQWV1LFRGHPXVWRUHDOL]HWKDWLVQRWHQRXJK,QIDFW+H¶VJRLQJWRKHOS1LFRGHPXV
UHDOL]HWKDW-HVXVLVQ¶WMXVWWKHRQHZKRZDVDJRRGWHDFKHU+HZDVQ¶WMXVWWKHRQHZKRGLG
miracles, but He¶VWKHRQHZKRLQitiated a new birth inside of each person.
Notice verse 3 again. -HVXVUHSOLHG³9HU\WUXO\,WHOO\RXQRRQHFDQVHHWKHNLQJGRPRI*Rd
unless they are born again.´ %RUQDJDLQGRHVQ¶WPHDQWXUQLQJRYHUDQHZOHDI%RUQDJDLQPHDQV
some kind of transformation that takes place inside of us. Man died spiritually. TKHUH¶VD
spiritual death inside of us. How do you get that back? How do you get life? You are reborn.
You are reborn through this personal relationship with God. God can change your life today.
1LFRGHPXVLVJRLQJWRKHDUWKDWPHVVDJHDQGKHGRHVQ¶WHYHQDUJXHZLWK-HVXVLQWKHPLGVWRI
WKLV+HMXVWDVNVDKRZTXHVWLRQ7KDW¶VZKHUHZHJRQH[W Go to verse 4 because this is the
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second exchange. ³+RZFDQVRPHRQHEHERUQZKHQWKH\DUHROG"´1LFRGHPXVDVNHG³6XUHO\
WKH\FDQQRWHQWHUDVHFRQGWLPHLQWRWKHLUPRWKHU¶VZRPEWREHERUQ´
I have five children. Three of them biologically and two are adopted. They had biological births
WRR7KH\GLGQ¶WFRPHOLNHVSDFHSHRSOHEXWWKH\were adopted into our family. I was present at
three birtKVLQP\OLIH,¶OOWHOO\RX, ZKHQWKDWEDE\FRPHVRXWKH¶VQRWJRLQJEDFNLQ
7KDW¶VZKDW1LFRGHPXVLVWKLQNLQJ+H¶VWKLQNLQJSK\VLFDOO\:KHQVRPHRQH¶VROGWKH\FDQ
UHHQWHULQWRKLVPRWKHU¶VZRPE can he? How is this going to happen?
Jesus answers. ³9HU\WUXO\,WHOO\RXQRRQHFDQHQWHUWKHNLQJGRPRI*RGXQOHVVWKH\DUHERUQ
of water and the Spirit. :H¶OOFRPHEDFNWRWKRVHZRUGVLQDPLQXWHZDWHUDQG6SLULWFlesh
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying,
µ<RXPXVWEHERUQDJDLQ¶The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 6SLULW´
There are WZRZD\VWZRWKLQJV\RXQHHGLI\RX¶UHJRLQJWREHVDYHGborn of water and the
Spirit.
What is the water? Now for some people, the only thing I can think of that has to do with
spirituality and water is baptism, so then they bring EDSWLVPLQWRWKLVSDVVDJH,GRQ¶WWKLQNWKLV
SDVVDJHLVVD\LQJDQ\WKLQJDERXWEDSWLVP,GRQ¶WWKLQN1LFRGHPXVNQRZVDERXWEDSWLVP,GRQ¶W
think this is about that. If we want to know what it means I think we go to the very next verse.
Look at verse 6 because I think that elaborates on verse 5. Verse 6 says, Flesh gives birth to
flesh, but Spirit gives birth to spirit. It must be that this water is a description of the amniotic
ZDWHUDQG\RX¶UHERUQRXWRIZDWHUDQGDOVRWKHSpirit. Or something like that. :HZRXOGQ¶W
QRUPDOO\VD\WKDWEXWPD\EHWKDW¶VZKDW1LFRGHPXVLVVD\LQJRU-HVXVLVVD\LQJWR1LFRGHPXV
0D\EHWKDW¶VZKDWWKH\¶UHWDONLQJDERXW
%XWWKHLPSRUWDQWWKLQJKHUHLVQ¶WWKHZDWHU,W¶VWKH6SLULW,QRWKHUZRUGVLW¶VQRWMXVWERUQRI
water EXWDOVRE\WKH6SLULW7KDW¶VZKDWQHHGVWREH emphasized here, tKH6SLULWSDUW7KHUH¶VD
spiritual birth that takes place. Jesus uses this common illustration about birth to help us
understand what this is all about.
When my oldest son Josh was in the womb, ,UHPHPEHUJHWWLQJGRZQQH[WWRP\ZLIH¶VEHOO\
EXWWRQDQGWDONLQJWRKLP,VDLG³7KLVLV\RXUGDG:KHQ\RXFRPHRXWZH¶UHJRLQJWRKDYe a
ORWRIIXQ:H¶UHJRLQJWRSOD\%XWULJKWQRZLW¶VEHGWLPH<RXQHHGWRVWRSNLFNLQJ\Rur
PRWKHUEHFDXVHVKHQHHGVWRVOHHS6RJRWRVOHHS´6R,UHPHPEHUWDONLQJWRP\VRQLQWKH
womb while he was there.
%XWLPDJLQHWKHSLFWXUHKHUH,PDJLQH\RX¶UHWDONLQJWRWKLVEDE\MXVWDIHZLQFKHVIURPOLIHDQG
\RXVD\³+H\:KHQ\RXJHWRXWRIWKHUHWKLVLVJRLQJWREHVRJUHDW<RX¶UHJRLQJWRVHHWUHHV
DQG\RX¶UHJRLQJWRSOD\EDVHEDOODQG\RX¶UHJRLQJWRKDYHIRRGUHDOIRRGWRHDWDQG\RX¶UH
going to enjoy people, and Christmas is coming or this is going to be a great experience. When
you come RXWRIWKHUHWKLVLVJRLQJWREHJUHDW´
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$QGWKHEDE\UHSOLHV³&DQ,EULQJP\XPELOLFDOFRUG",UHDOO\QHHGP\XPELOLFDOFRUG7KDW¶V
ZKDWJLYHVPHP\QRXULVKPHQW,W¶VUHDOO\VDIHLQKHUH,OLNHWKHZD\,¶PVDIH´
³1RSH<RX¶YHJRWWROHDYHDOOWKDWVWXII´
³:HOO, ZKDW¶VLWJRLQJWREHOLNHZKHQ,FRPHRXWRIWKHUH"´
³,W¶VJRLQJWREHJUHDW´
³,ZDQWWRNQRZZKDWLW¶VOLNHQRZ´
³<RXFDQ¶WNQRZXQWLO\RXFRPHRXW<RX¶YHJRWWRFRPHRXWLQRUGHUWRH[SHULHQFHWKLV´
7KDW¶VWKHLOOXVWUDWLRQWKDW-HVXVLV using. How neat it is for us as we become Christians and we
get to know who Jesus is that we leave that inner womb and we come into this whole new life.
Amazing things happen at birth. The baby was being fed through his belly button, through the
umbilical cord, and he was breathing through that. The oxygen came through that. But when the
birth takes place and the first breath happens, things happen in the body and that shuts off. The
lungs that were filled with fluid, the baby starts to breathe through those lungs. New things start
KDSSHQLQJLQWKDWEDE\¶VOLIH
:KHQ\RXEHFRPHVDYHGZKHQ\RXEHFRPHDSDUWRIWKHNLQJGRP-HVXVVD\VLW¶VDQHZOLIHLW¶V
a new spiritual birth. Amazing things happen. You see God in a whole new way. You see life in
a new way. Jesus is trying to communicate that message to Nicodemus using this illustration
about birth. Now many of you know that because many of you have made that commitment to
-HVXV<RXORRNDURXQGDWOLIHDQG\RXVD\³:RZ,QHYHUNQHZOLIHFRXOGEHWKLVZD\´1RZ
\RXXQGHUVWDQGZKDWWKDW¶VDOODERXW
After giving the illustration about life through birth, He talks about the Spirit a little bit more. I
want to read those verses again to you and then amplify them. Verses 7-8 say, ³You should not
be sXUSULVHGDWP\VD\LQJµ<RXPXVWEHERUQDJDLQ¶The wind blows wherever it pleases. You
hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with
HYHU\RQHERUQRIWKH6SLULW´
So the idea here is the Spirit and wind are VLPLODU+RZDUHWKH\VLPLODU",W¶VDPD]LQJ-HVXV
always uses picture words to describe anything. These illustrations then bring it to life for us.
7KH6SLULWDQGZLQG<RXFDQ¶WUHDOO\VHHZKDW¶VJRLQJRQLQWKHZLQGEXW\RXFDQVHHWKHUHVXOW
of it. ThHVDPHWKLQJ¶VWUXHZKHQVRPHRQHJHWVVDYHG<RXVHHWKHUHVXOWVLQWKHLUOLYHV
A couple weeks ago I was fishing with my grandsons and my granddaughter and we were on the
side of this small ODNH:H¶UHLQVRXWKHUQ&DOLIRUQLDDQGLW¶Va bright sunny day. No wind. IW¶V
very calm.
All of a sudden, across the lake I saw wind coming. Partway between the lake and me there was
this big umbrella over a table, heavy umbrella, and that wind just picked that umbrella out and
threw it right in the lake. I knew that wind was coming to me really quick. And so as soon as it
hit me it was like a cyclone with all this dust. All the kids were getting this dust all over them.
And then it went away and it was perfectly calm again. Where did that wind come from? I have
no idea. In southern California crazy things happen even with the wind.
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%XWWKHDPD]LQJWKLQJLVWKHVDPHWKLQJKDSSHQVZLWKWKH+RO\6SLULW<RXGRQ¶WNQRZZKDW+H¶V
JRLQJWRGR+H¶VOLNHDZLQGWKDWEORZV, but you see the evidence of it. When I travel on the
airplane, you look out the window and everything looks great. But inside the plane you go over
some wind aQG\RXIHHOLW<RX¶UHVKDNHQ,W¶VWXUEXOHQFH7KHZLQGLVWKHUHHYHQWKRXJK\RX
FDQ¶WVHHLW
The same thing is happening in our own lives. You see the evidence in a peUVRQ¶VOLIH7heir life
starts to look different. Different things happen in their lives EHFDXVHWKH\¶YHDFFHSWHG-HVXs
Christ into their lives. You see the evidence going on in their heart.
One of the fun things for me is that I work for people. I like to help them in their lives. In
particular I like to work with children. Some time ago I was working with a thirteen year old boy
who was rather anxious. In his anxiety he would every few minutes go around and check the
house and make sure it was locked. He was very concerned about things. He came to me with his
parents because he wanted a change. He believed this was captivating his life and he needed
some help. I like to do that with young people, so I spent some time with him and I gave him
some ideas about anxiety and measuring it and go home.
7KHVHFRQGZHHNKHZDVGRLQJEHWWHUDQG,VDLG³2ND\,ZDQWWRKHOS\RXXQGHUVWDQG
VRPHWKLQJ$UH\RXD&KULVWLDQ"´
+HVD\V³<HV´
,VDLG³2KJRRG´EHFDXVHZKHQHYHU,¶PZRUNLQJZLWKD&KULVWLDQWKHUH¶VDORWPRUHUHVRXUFHV
I dUHZDKHDUWRQDSLHFHRISDSHUDQG,VDLG³2QHRIWKHWKLQJVLQVLGH\RXUKHDUWLVWKH+RO\
Spirit. Let me show you that in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 where it says your body is the temple of
WKH+RO\6SLULW'LG\RXNQRZWKDW"´$QGKHGLGEHFDXVHKH¶VD&KULVWLDQ+HJUHZXSLQD
Christian home. So he knew that, but his opinion of the Holy Spirit was just over there dormant.
It was sitting over there somewhere. It wDVQ¶WUHDOO\DFWLYHLQKLVOLIHDVKHZDVLPDJLQLQJWKLV,
ZDQWHGWRVD\³/RRN,ZDQW\RXWRXQGHUVWDQGZKDWWKH+RO\6SLULW does. The Holy Spirit has
fruit. Do you know that the first three parts of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5 are emotions?
Those are Holy Spirit filled emotions. Love, joy, and peace.´
,VDLG³'R\RXNQRZWKDWWKH+RO\6SLULWLVQ¶WMXVWVLWWLQJRQWKHVLGH7KH+RO\6SLULWLVLQ\RXU
KHDUWDQG+H¶VDFWLYHO\PRYLQJDURXQG+H¶VGRLQJVWXIILQVLde. In fact, He actually changes
stuff. YRXIHHODQ[LHW\DQGWKDWSLWLQ\RXUVWRPDFK WKDW¶VZKDWKHVDLG *RGFDQEULQJSHDFHWR
WKDW+HDFWXDOO\SK\VLFDOO\GRHVWKLQJVLQ\RXUERG\´
This guy was just tickled by this whole idea that he could have a personal relationship with the
Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit would do something inside of him. I think we need to get away
IURPWKHLGHDWKH+RO\6SLULWLVMXVWDQLGHD+H¶VDFWXDOO\VRPHERG\ZKROLYHVLQVLGHRIXV, who
wants to do work in us. He equips us, He helps us, He energizes us, He gives us the power to do
what we need to do. In this case for this young man to have peace in his life. And so over the
ZHHNV,ZDVDEOHWRZDWFK*RGZRUNLQWKLVSHUVRQ¶VOLIH,VDZWKHHYLGHQFHRIWKH6SLULWRI*RG
in this thirteen year old.
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7KDW¶VZKDWKH¶VVD\LQJKHUH7KHZLQGDQGWKH6SLULWDUHVLPLODULQWKDWWKH\DUH\RXFDQVHHWKH
eYLGHQFHRILWLQZKDW¶VJRLQJRQLQVLGH
Verse 9: ³+RZFDQWKLVEH"´1LFRGHPXVDVNHG +H¶VSUREDEO\DZDUHRIWKHHPSWLQHVVLQVLGHRI
him. He was a very religious guy. There are people who are moral. There are people who are
UHOLJLRXV7KH\WU\WRGRWKHULJKWWKLQJVEXWWKH\¶UHVWLOOHPSW\RQWKHLQVLGH1LFRGHPXVNQHZ
something was missing. He wanted that, so Jesus says to him in verse 10, ³<RXDUH,VUDHO¶V
WHDFKHU´VDLG-HVXV³DQGGR\RXQRWXQGHUVWDQGWKHVHWKLQJV"
HHUH¶VDJX\DUHVSHFWHGUHOLJLRXVOHDGHUVRPHRQHZKRKDGEHHQDURXQG*RGIRUDORQJWLPH
EXWKHGLGQ¶WKDYHWKHVWXIILQWKHPLGGOH+HGLGQ¶WKDYHWKHLPSRUWDQWVWXIILQVLGHRIhis heart.
Verse 11: Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen,
but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you
do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone
into heaven except the one who came from heaven²the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may
KDYHHWHUQDOOLIHLQKLP´
Nicodemus was a religious guy. He knew everything about the Bible and the Old Testament and
VR-HVXVVD\V³/HWPHUHPLQG\RXRIDVWRU\IURPWKH2OG7HVWDPHQW´7KDW¶VZK\+HWDONV
about this just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.
TKHUH¶VDVLPLODULW\EHWZHHQWKH snake being lifted up and Jesus. MD\EHZHIRUJRW:H¶UHQRW
OLNH3KDULVHHV:HGRQ¶WKDYHDOORIWKLVLQRXUKHDG0D\EHZH¶YHIRUJRWWHQWKLVVWRU\VROHW¶V
just look back at this story for a moment in Numbers 21:4-9. They traveled from Mount Hor
along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. These are the Israelites wandering around in
the Old Testament.
But the people grew impatient on the way (that was their problem); they spoke against God and
DJDLQVW0RVHVDQGVDLG³:K\KDYH\RXEURXJKWXVXSRXWRI(J\SWWRGLHLQWKHZLOGHUQHVV"
7KHUHLVQREUHDG7KHUHLVQRZDWHU$QGZHGHWHVWWKLVPLVHUDEOHIRRG´ As is in family life
many times, they complained about three things: the leadership, the living conditions, and the
food.
Verse 6: Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many
Israelites died. 7KHSHRSOHFDPHWR0RVHVDQGVDLG³:HVLQQHGZhen we spoke against the Lord
DQGDJDLQVW\RX3UD\WKDWWKH/RUGZLOOWDNHWKHVQDNHVDZD\IURPXV´6R0RVHVSUD\HGIRUWKH
people.
7KH/RUGVDLGWR0RVHV³0DNHDVQDNHDQGSXWLWXSRQDSROHDQ\RQHZKRLVELWten can look at
LWDQGOLYH´So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was
bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.
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,FDQLPDJLQHSHRSOHVD\LQJ³:KDWGR,KDYH to do? I want to do something to get rid of this
SUREOHP,NQRZ,¶YHVLQQHGDJDLQVW *RG:KDWGR,KDYHWRGR",¶OOUHSHQW,¶OOGRPDQ\JRRG
things. I want a shot. Or give me a drink. OUZKDWGR,KDYHWRGR"´
TKHDQVZHULVQR-XVWORRNDWWKHVQDNHXSRQWKHSROHWKHEUDVVVQDNHMXVWORRNDWLW7KDW¶VDOO
you have to do. ³2ND\ ,¶ll send my wife out there. +RQH\JRORRNDWLW´1R, no, QR<RXFDQ¶W
send anyone out there. You have to look at it yourself. Each one of us must make that individual
decision to look at the snake on the pole, which is described in verse 15 of John, so that anyone
who believes may have eternal life in him. 7KDW¶VWKHVROXWLRQ/RRNDWWKHVQDNHRQWKHSROH
IURPWKH2OG7HVWDPHQWLVOLNHZKDWZHQHHGWRGRDQGWKDW¶VMXVWORRNDW-HVXVUHFHLYH+LPLQWR
our lives, understand what that looks like.
Having shared all those fifteen verses, now Jesus summarizes this gospel message in verse 16.
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.
So notice the believing is not just mental ascent. This is a commitment, looking at the pole, I
believe in that. There are VRPHSHRSOHZKRVD\³,EHOLHYHLQDSDUDFKXWH´,FDQORRNDWD
SDUDFKXWHDOOGD\DQGVD\³:RZ. ,EHOLHYHLQWKDWSDUDFKXWHFDQKROGPHXS´,GRQ¶WNQRZZK\
some people jump out of planes in parachutes. I just never would do that. But if you could look
at it you would believe in it. I belieYHLQSDUDFKXWHV:H¶UHQRWWDONLQJDERXWWKDWNLQGRIEHOLHI
:H¶UHWDONLQJDERXWVWUDSSLQJLWRQSXOOLQJWKHFRUGIDOOLQJRXWRIDplane, and trusting yourself
WRWKDWSDUDFKXWH7KDW¶VZKDWKH¶VWDONLQJDERXWZKHQKH¶VWDONLQJDERXWEHLQJDEHOLHYHUKHUH
He says whoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life. :KRHYHU7KDW¶V
DQ\ERG\<RXFDQ¶WVD\³:KHQKHZURWHWKDWKHZDVQ¶WWKLQNLQJDERXWPHEHFDXVHKHGLGQ¶W
NQRZDERXWPHKRZEDG,DP´1R(YHU\SHUVRQWhoever, he says, believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.
/HW¶VJRLQWRYHUVHFor God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.
7KLVLVUHDOO\LQWHUHVWLQJEHFDXVHVRPHSHRSOHUHDOO\EHOLHYHRUWKH\IHHOOLNH³(YHU\WLPH,JRWR
FKXUFK,IHHOFRQGHPQHG´Believe me. Jesus did not come to condemn anybody. He comes with
tKHKRSH:H¶UHDOUHDG\FRQGHPQHG7KDW¶VMXVWDUHDOL]DWLRQ:HFRPHWKHUHDQGZHPLJKW
FRPHWRFKXUFKDQGUHDOL]H³0DQ,¶PLQWURXEOH´%XWWKDW¶VQRWEHFDXVHRI-HVXV-HVXVLVWKH
RQHWKDW¶VWKHKRSH+H¶VSURYLGLQJWKDWKRSHIRUXV,W¶VQRWDPHVVDJe about punishment and
FRQGHPQDWLRQLW¶VDPHVVDJHDERXWKRSHDQGGHOLYHUDQFH
Verse 18: Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands
FRQGHPQHGDOUHDG\EHFDXVHWKH\KDYHQRWEHOLHYHGLQWKHQDPHRI*RG¶VRQHDQGRQO\6RQ.
'RQ¶WWHOOPHDERXWWKHSROHRXWWKHUH,WPDNHVPHIHHOFRQGHPQHG7KDW¶VWKHIRROLVKQHVVLQ
WKLV:H¶UHDOUHDG\ELWWHQE\VQDNHV:H¶UHDOUHDG\G\LQJ7KHVROXWLRQLVWKHKRSHLQ-HVXV
Christ. Looking at Him and understanding who He is. He rescues peRSOH:H¶UHOLNHYLFWLPVRI
VQDNHELWHV:HQHHGWRORRNDWWKHSROH:HQHHGWRORRNDW-HVXV&KULVWDQGZKDW+H¶VVD\LQJWR
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XV:H¶UHFRQGHPQHGDOUHDG\7KHTXHVWLRQLVZLOOZHGRLW:LOOZHPDNHDGHFLVLRQDQGDFFHSW
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. Or will we remain condemned in our lives.
+HUH¶VWKHUHDVRQ6RPHSHRSOHOLNHEHLQJFRQGHPQHG,NQRZWKDWVHHPVUHDOO\VWUDQJH6RPH
people just like it there. They doQ¶WZDQWWRFKDQJH7KH\want to stay inside the womb. It¶VWRR
safe there. Change iVGLIILFXOW,W¶VVRKDUGIRUWKHPWRPDNHWKHFKDQJH
7KDW¶Vwhy (verse 19) this is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light,
and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done
in the sight of God.
Jesus offers light. Some people really love darkness. And it may not be evil like you killed
VRPHERG\EXWMXVWLQWKHLURZQOLYHVWKH\¶UHVWXFNZKHUHWKH\DUHLQWKHGDUNQHVVLQWKHLUOLIH
DQGWKH\GRQ¶WPDNHWKHVWDWHPHQWWKDW,ZDQWWRDFFHSW-HVXV&KULVW
TKHSDVVDJHLVGHVFULELQJKHUH*RG¶VUescue plan for the world. If a person was drowning over
there and you threw him a rope, would it be okay for them to sD\³4XLWSXWWLQJ&KULVWLDQLW\RQ
PH´DV WKH\¶UHGrowning? No. But that¶s what people sometimes say. We look at someone and
we see them GURZQLQJDQGZHVD\³/HWPHWHOO\RXDERXW-HVXV´DQGWKH\VD\³:RXOG\RXTXLW
SXVKLQJ-HVXVRQPH"´,W¶VOLNHWKH\¶UHJHWWLQJWKHURSHDQGVD\LQJ³*HWWKHURSHDZD\´6RPH
people have DKDUGWLPHZLWKLW7KH\¶UHMXVWQRWDWWKDWSODFHZKHUHWKH\¶UHready to accept Jesus
as their Lord and Savior.
But when you realize Jesus is the solution, +H¶VWKHOLJKW\RXVD\³*LYHPe the rope. I want it!
:KHUH¶VWKHOLJKW",Zant to go there.´+RZFDQ,EHERUQDJDLQ is the question.
,W¶VDYHU\SRZHUIXOWKLQJWKDW¶VKDSSHQLQJLQ1LFRGHPXV¶OLIH6RWKHLQYLWDWLRQLVSUHVHQWHGWR
us, an invitation for each one of us to know Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, to recognize
+H¶VWKHUHVFXHU+H¶VWKHRQHWKDWRSHQVXSWKLVZRUOGVRZHFDQXQGHUVWDQGDQGsee things in a
whole different way.
Verse 22: After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent
some time with them, and baptized. Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because
there was plenty of water, and people were coming and being baptized. (This was before John
was put in prison.)
Verse 25: $QDUJXPHQWGHYHORSHGEHWZHHQVRPHRI-RKQ¶VGLVFLSOHVDQGDFHUWDLQ-HZRYHUWKH
matter of ceremonial washing. 7KH\FDPHWR-RKQDQGVDLGWRKLP³5DEELWhat man who was
with you on the other side of the Jordan²the one you testified about²look, he is baptizing, and
HYHU\RQHLVJRLQJWRKLP´ ,QRWKHUZRUGVORRNKH¶Vdeveloping quite a following and KH¶VQRW
one of us baptists.
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Amazing things are going on. ,W¶VDGHQRPLQDWLRQDOWKLQJ7he whole statement WKDW¶VEHLQJ
made here is, ³John, what are you going to do about this? His church is getting bigger than your
church.´
,ORYH-RKQ¶VUHVSRQVH9HUVH7RWKLV-RKQUHSOLHG³$SHUVRQFDQUHFHLYHRQO\ZKDt is given
them from heaven. <RX\RXUVHOYHVFDQWHVWLI\WKDW,VDLGµ,DPQRWWKH0HVVLDh but am sent
DKHDGRIKLP¶The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom
waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the EULGHJURRP¶VYRLFH7KDWMR\LV
mine, and it is now complete. He must become JUHDWHU,PXVWEHFRPHOHVV´
That statement He must become greater; I must become less is great plaque words to put on a
plaque in your house. But it really needs to be written on each one of our hearts that God is the
most important thing, that I want to serve Him one hundred percent. I want Him to get bigger in
my life. I want me to shrink in my life.
The best self-help program in the world is that statement there. Let Jesus increase; let me
GHFUHDVH,W¶VJUHDWIRUVHOIHVWHHPGHYHORSPHQW/HW-HVXVLQFUHDVHOHWPHGHFUHDVH7KLVLVJUHDW
PDWHULDOKHUHWKDWZH¶UHUHDGLQJ.
9HUVH/HW¶VILQLVKUHDGLQJWKLVFKDSWHUWRGD\The one who comes from above is above all;
the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one
who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one
accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. For the one
whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. The Father
loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.
Verse 36, the last verse here is the summary statement. A summary of salvation, a summary of
the passage with Nicodemus. He says in verse 36, Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life,
EXWZKRHYHUUHMHFWVWKH6RQZLOOQRWVHHOLIHIRU*RG¶VZUDWKUHPDLQVRQWKHP
,VLWEHFDXVH*RGLVDQJU\ZLWKWKHPEHFDXVHWKH\GLGQ¶WUHFHLYH"1R,W¶VEHFDXVHWKH\¶UH
DOUHDG\ELWWHQE\WKHVQDNHDQGWKHUH¶VWKLVSUREOHPRIVLQWKDWZHKDYHWKDW*RGVD\V³,ZDQWWR
UHVFXH\RXIURPWKDW,ZDQWWRJLYH\RXWKHDQVZHULI\RX¶OOMXVWUHFHLYHWKHDQVZHUWKHQ\RX¶OO
KDYHWKHVROXWLRQ<RX¶OOKDYH-HVXV&KULVW´
:HDVN-HVXV&KULVWWRFRPHLQWRRXUOLYHVWKDWZH¶UHPDNLQJDYHU\LPSRUWDQWFRPPLWPHQW
:H¶UHPDNLQJDGHFLVLRQWKDWFKDQJHVRXUOLYHV,W¶VQRWDPDWWHURIMXVWSUD\LQJDOLWWOHSUD\HU
DQGZHDULQJDEDGJHWKDWVD\V,¶PD&KULVWLDQ:H¶UHWalking about radical change. Because
when you ask Jesus Christ to come into your life it changes your whole outlook. You see life
GLIIHUHQWO\QRZ/LIHEHFRPHVWKLVZKROHQHZDGYHQWXUHGLPHQVLRQRIZKDW+H¶VGRLQJLQOLIH
,W¶VSRZHUIXO
,I\RX¶YHQHYHUDFFHSWHGWKH/RUG-HVXV&KULVWDV\RXU/RUGDQG6DYLRUWKDW¶VZKDWWKLVSDVVDJH
is talking about. I want to extend that invitation to you today. Some of you are here in this
worship service, others will be listening to this via the internet because we publish these on the
LQWHUQHWRUVRPHERG\ZLOOVHQGWKHPWKHPSDERXWWKLV,ZDQW\RXWRNQRZZKHUHYHU\RX¶UH
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listening to this that you can make a commitment today to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and
Savior and it will open up this whole new life for you. But it will also deal with the problem that
you have, the sin problem.
If you want to accept Jesus Christ today, right now, then this is what you want to do. You want
WRFRPHEHIRUH*RGDQG\RXZDQWWRVD\³*RG,¶PDVLQQHU,UHFRJQL]HWKDW,KDYe a problem.
,¶YHEHHQELWWHQE\WKHVQDNH0\OLIHLVDPHVV,¶POLYLQJLQGDUNQHVV,QHHGWKHOLJKW7KDW¶V
what I need in my life. Lord, I recognize the problem. I recognize that you are the solution, with
Jesus Christ being the Savior, and I want that solution. So I ask you now to come and live inside
of me. I ask you to come and live, take residence inside of my heart. Come and live in my heart,
/RUG7KDW¶VZKDW,ZDQW\RXWRGRLQVLGHRIPH´
7KDW¶VDGHFLVLRQWKDWHYHU\RQHRIXVPXVWPDNHIRURXUVHOYHV2XUSDUHQWVFDQ¶WPDNHLWIRUXV
2XUIULHQGVFDQ¶WPDNHLWIRUXV:HHDFKRIXVFRPHWRWKDWGHFLVLRQDQGPDNHDGHFLVLRQIRU
ourselves to accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and our Savior. When we do, it changes who we are.
Would you consider that today?
>35$<(5@+HDYHQO\)DWKHUZHWKDQN\RXIRUZKDW\RX¶UHGRLQJLQRXUOLYHV:HNQRZWKDW\RX
know each one of us by name. You know each one of us. You know the hairs on our head. You
know everything about each one of us and you love us so deeply. You know the messes that
ZH¶YHFUHDWHGDQG\RXNQRZWKHSUREOHPVWKDWZHKDYH$QG\HW\RXORYHXVVRGHHSO\DQG
\RX¶YHVHQWDVDFULILFHRI-HVXV&KULVW6R WKDQN\RXIRUZKDW\RX¶YHGRQHIRUXV:HDVN, Lord,
that you speak to each one of our hearts:HJLYHRXUVHOYHVWR\RXQRZ,Q-HVXV¶QDPHDPHQ
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