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The gospel of John was written so that we might understand who God is and might believe in 

ferent path of choosing 
what stories to be in there.  
 
As the book is unfolding we already saw that Jesus is God, that Jesus is Creator, that Jesus is the 

see how He meets individual people and He takes attention to their specific needs just like He 
takes attention to each one of our needs. In chapter 2 we saw that Jesus cares about the small 

 at the party they were having at the wedding 
so Jesus created wine out of water. He cares about the small things in our lives.  
 

till we get to the end of the book. He 

call to action for each one of us. We need to know what this salvation is all about.  
 
When I was in Kenya, I had gone out on an evangelistic event. So I was speaking in an open air 
campaign with a microphone with these blasters out there and people would come. They would 

hopes that people in the community would come to get to know Jesus. This was my first 
experience in Kenya. I had never been there before, so I really di ct, 
but I knew what my job was: preach the gospel, share the gospel with these people through a 
translator, and watch God work.  
 
W

following. But in this situation 
going to have this guy come up and preach in just a moment. Before we do is there anybody here 

up and they 
laid hands on her and prayed for her and she accepted Jesus that morning. Even before the 
sermon came about. What a great testimony of what God was doing in the midst of that.  
 

s going to help us und
there, a message that each one of us needs to respond to. We need to consider what it means to 

m of God as 
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described in this passage. We need to know what it means to get saved. Different terminology is 
used in this passage.  
 
John 3. Open your Bibles there to verse 1. Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus 

abbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you 

 
 

that he was a member of the Jewish ruling council. There were six thousand Pharisees, but 
among those there were seventy chosen who were the Sanhedrin or the Jewish ruling council. It 
appears that he was one of those seventy. We also realize that he is a wealthy guy. And we 
realize that as we go through the gospel of John.  
 

e responds 

know how Nicodemus responds here, but we see later the fruit of that because when we go to 

brings with him all of this spices which cost a lot of money. So likely a wealthy guy. 
 
In John 19:38 and following it says, Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of 
Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. 

came and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, 
the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. 
This is the same Nicodemus who had visited Jesus at night.  
 
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. doing it 

, seventy-five pounds is a lot. But he just valued Jesus. 
He obviously had a lot of money or resources to provide this. Verse 40  
the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen.  
 
We re going to see Nicodemus is also a guy who is going to be responding to Jesus after the 
crucifixion. He obviously had something happen in his heart as a result of this encounter with 
Jesus.  
 
We also see in John 7 that Nicodemus defended Jesus. In John 7:45-52 it says this: Finally the 

 
 

e 
Pharisees believed in him? No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law there is a curse on 

 
 
Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 
our law c  
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I just want you to see here that Nicodemus 

Maybe he watched the cleansing of the temple that we talked about last week. Maybe as he 
 should have 

done that long ago, because of all of the stuff that had happened in the corruption of the 
 

 
The Bible says earlier in John 2 that Jesus did other miracles. Maybe Nicodemus heard about 
those miracles, maybe he saw them, maybe he heard about a blind man getting his sight, maybe 
he heard about a lame man who could walk, and maybe he remembered the stories in Isaiah 
about the prophecies of what would happen when the Messiah came. No doubt he knew about 
John the Baptist and the testimony that someone else was coming.  
 
I  Christ often has to pass through the truth 
several times in order to come to a place where they see it and they grab it. That seems to be 

stand what does this 
mean? So he wants a personal, private meeting with Jesus. So he comes to Jesus at night. 
 
In the passage as we continue on there are three verbal exchanges with Nicodemus and Jesus. 
Nicodemus speaks then Jesus, Nicodemus, Jesus, Nicodemus, Jesus. W
them and look through them. 
 
The first one is in verse 2. 

  
 

reply to that. 
of God unless they are born again.  
 

They just believe that He was a great teacher, a great model for us, a great man, a good example. 

miracles, but He itiated a new birth inside of each person.  
 
Notice verse 3 again. d 
unless they are born again.  
some kind of transformation that takes place inside of us. Man died spiritually. T
spiritual death inside of us. How do you get that back? How do you get life? You are reborn. 
You are reborn through this personal relationship with God. God can change your life today.  
 

 Go to verse 4 because this is the 
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second exchange. 
 

 
I have five children. Three of them biologically and two are adopted. They had biological births 

were adopted into our family. I was present at 
three birt ,  
 

 can he? How is this going to happen? 
 
Jesus answers. 
of water and the Spirit. Flesh 
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 

The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the  
 
There are born of water and the 
Spirit.  
 
What is the water? Now for some people, the only thing I can think of that has to do with 
spirituality and water is baptism, so then they bring 

think this is about that. If we want to know what it means I think we go to the very next verse.  
 
Look at verse 6 because I think that elaborates on verse 5. Verse 6 says, Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but Spirit gives birth to spirit. It must be that this water is a description of the amniotic 

Spirit. Or something like that. 

 
 

water  emphasized here, t
spiritual birth that takes place. Jesus uses this common illustration about birth to help us 
understand what this is all about. 
 
When my oldest son Josh was in the womb, 

e a 
ur 

womb while he was there.  
 

going to enjoy people, and Christmas is coming or this is going to be a great experience. When 
you come  
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,  
 

 
 

 
 using. How neat it is for us as we become Christians and we 

get to know who Jesus is that we leave that inner womb and we come into this whole new life. 
Amazing things happen at birth. The baby was being fed through his belly button, through the 
umbilical cord, and he was breathing through that. The oxygen came through that. But when the 
birth takes place and the first breath happens, things happen in the body and that shuts off. The 
lungs that were filled with fluid, the baby starts to breathe through those lungs. New things start 

 
 

a new spiritual birth. Amazing things happen. You see God in a whole new way. You see life in 
a new way. Jesus is trying to communicate that message to Nicodemus using this illustration 
about birth. Now many of you know that because many of you have made that commitment to 

 
 
After giving the illustration about life through birth, He talks about the Spirit a little bit more. I 
want to read those verses again to you and then amplify them. Verses 7-8 say, You should not 
be s The wind blows wherever it pleases. You 
hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 

 
 
So the idea here is the Spirit and wind are 
always uses picture words to describe anything. These illustrations then bring it to life for us. 

of it. Th  
 
A couple weeks ago I was fishing with my grandsons and my granddaughter and we were on the 
side of this small a bright sunny day. No wind. I
very calm.  
 
All of a sudden, across the lake I saw wind coming. Partway between the lake and me there was 
this big umbrella over a table, heavy umbrella, and that wind just picked that umbrella out and 
threw it right in the lake. I knew that wind was coming to me really quick. And so as soon as it 
hit me it was like a cyclone with all this dust. All the kids were getting this dust all over them.  
 
And then it went away and it was perfectly calm again. Where did that wind come from? I have 
no idea. In southern California crazy things happen even with the wind.  
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, but you see the evidence of it. When I travel on the 
airplane, you look out the window and everything looks great. But inside the plane you go over 
some wind a

 
 
The same thing is happening in our own lives. You see the evidence in a pe heir life 
starts to look different. Different things happen in their lives s 
Christ into their lives. You see the evidence going on in their heart.  
 
One of the fun things for me is that I work for people. I like to help them in their lives. In 
particular I like to work with children. Some time ago I was working with a thirteen year old boy 
who was rather anxious. In his anxiety he would every few minutes go around and check the 
house and make sure it was locked. He was very concerned about things. He came to me with his 
parents because he wanted a change. He believed this was captivating his life and he needed 
some help. I like to do that with young people, so I spent some time with him and I gave him 
some ideas about anxiety and measuring it and go home.  
 

 
 

 
 
I d
Spirit. Let me show you that in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 where it says your body is the temple of 

Christian home. So he knew that, but his opinion of the Holy Spirit was just over there dormant. 
It was sitting over there somewhere. It w

 does. The Holy Spirit has 
fruit. Do you know that the first three parts of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5 are emotions? 
Those are Holy Spirit filled emotions. Love, joy, and peace.   
 

de. In fact, He actually changes 
stuff. Y

 
 
This guy was just tickled by this whole idea that he could have a personal relationship with the 
Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit would do something inside of him. I think we need to get away 

, who 
wants to do work in us. He equips us, He helps us, He energizes us, He gives us the power to do 
what we need to do. In this case for this young man to have peace in his life. And so over the 

in this thirteen year old. 
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e  
 
Verse 9:  
him. He was a very religious guy. There are people who are moral. There are people who are 

something was missing. He wanted that, so Jesus says to him in verse 10, 
 

 
H

his heart. 
 
Verse 11: Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, 
but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you 
do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone 
into heaven except the one who came from heaven the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the 
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may 

 
 
Nicodemus was a religious guy. He knew everything about the Bible and the Old Testament and 

about this just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.  
 
T  snake being lifted up and Jesus. M

just look back at this story for a moment in Numbers 21:4-9. They traveled from Mount Hor 
along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. These are the Israelites wandering around in 
the Old Testament.  
 
But the people grew impatient on the way (that was their problem); they spoke against God and 

 As is in family life 
many times, they complained about three things: the leadership, the living conditions, and the 
food.  
 
Verse 6: Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 
Israelites died. hen we spoke against the Lord 

people. 
 

ten can look at 
So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was 

bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived. 
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 to do? I want to do something to get rid of this 
 

things. I want a shot. Or give me a drink. O  
 
T
you have to do.  ll send my wife out there. , no, 
send anyone out there. You have to look at it yourself. Each one of us must make that individual 
decision to look at the snake on the pole, which is described in verse 15 of John, so that anyone 
who believes may have eternal life in him. 

our lives, understand what that looks like.  
 
Having shared all those fifteen verses, now Jesus summarizes this gospel message in verse 16. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.  
 
So notice the believing is not just mental ascent. This is a commitment, looking at the pole, I 
believe in that. There are 

. 
some people jump out of planes in parachutes. I just never would do that. But if you could look 
at it you would believe in it. I belie  
 

plane, and trusting yourself 

He says whoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life. 

Whoever, he says, believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 
 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.  
 

Believe me. Jesus did not come to condemn anybody. He comes with 
t

e about punishment and 
 

 
Verse 18: Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

.  
 

Christ. Looking at Him and understanding who He is. He rescues pe
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Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. Or will we remain condemned in our lives.  
 

people just like it there. They do want to stay inside the womb. It
safe there. Change i  
 

why (verse 19) this is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, 
and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the 
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done 
in the sight of God. 
 
Jesus offers light. Some people really love darkness. And it may not be evil like you killed 

 
 
T escue plan for the world. If a person was drowning over 
there and you threw him a rope, would it be okay for them to s

 rowning? No. But that s what people sometimes say. We look at someone and 
we see them 

people have ready to accept Jesus 
as their Lord and Savior.  
 
But when you realize Jesus is the solution, e the rope. I want it! 

ant to go there.  is the question.  
 

us, an invitation for each one of us to know Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, to recognize 
see things in a 

whole different way. 
 
Verse 22: After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent 
some time with them, and baptized. Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because 
there was plenty of water, and people were coming and being baptized. (This was before John 
was put in prison.)  
 
Verse 25: 
matter of ceremonial washing. hat man who was 
with you on the other side of the Jordan the one you testified about look, he is baptizing, and 

 developing quite a following and 
one of us baptists. 
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Amazing things are going on. he whole statement 
made here is, John, what are you going to do about this? His church is getting bigger than your 
church.   
 

t is given 
them from heaven. h but am sent 

The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom 
waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the 
mine, and it is now complete. He must become  
 
That statement He must become greater; I must become less is great plaque words to put on a 
plaque in your house. But it really needs to be written on each one of our hearts that God is the 
most important thing, that I want to serve Him one hundred percent. I want Him to get bigger in 
my life. I want me to shrink in my life.  
 
The best self-help program in the world is that statement there. Let Jesus increase; let me 

. 
 

The one who comes from above is above all; 
the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one 
who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one 
accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. For the one 
whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. The Father 
loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.  
 
Verse 36, the last verse here is the summary statement. A summary of salvation, a summary of 
the passage with Nicodemus. He says in verse 36, Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, 

 
 

 
 

alking about radical change. Because 
when you ask Jesus Christ to come into your life it changes your whole outlook. You see life 

 
 

is talking about. I want to extend that invitation to you today. Some of you are here in this 
worship service, others will be listening to this via the internet because we publish these on the 
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listening to this that you can make a commitment today to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Savior and it will open up this whole new life for you. But it will also deal with the problem that 
you have, the sin problem.  
 
If you want to accept Jesus Christ today, right now, then this is what you want to do. You want 

e a problem. 

what I need in my life. Lord, I recognize the problem. I recognize that you are the solution, with 
Jesus Christ being the Savior, and I want that solution. So I ask you now to come and live inside 
of me. I ask you to come and live, take residence inside of my heart. Come and live in my heart, 

  
 

ourselves to accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and our Savior. When we do, it changes who we are. 
Would you consider that today? 
 

know each one of us by name.  You know each one of us. You know the hairs on our head. You 
know everything about each one of us and you love us so deeply. You know the messes that 

 , Lord, 
that you speak to each one of our hearts  
 


